
*No written material in packet for this item. 

 

      

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, September 10th, 2024 – 9:00A.M. 

125 S. 13th Street ~ Sunnyside, WA98944  

Dial in by phone: +1 323-538-4434 ~ Phone conference ID: 584 365 750#  

 
AGENDA 

1. Consent Agenda (approved with one motion). 

a. Minutes of August 6, 2024, Regular Board meeting. 

b. Status of Investments Report – August 31, 2024. 

c. Treasurer’s Report– August 31, 2024. 

d. Statement of Income Expense report for the seven periods ending July 31, 2024. 

e. Comparative Balance Sheet report for the seven periods ending July 31, 2024. 

f. Claims. 

 

2. 2024 Water supply update & drought management. 

3. Drainage Improvement District #11 budget. 

4. *2024 – 2025 Preliminary winter work program.  

5. Rock crushing authorization.  

6. 2025 Roza Sunnyside Board of Joint Control server system upgrade budget.  

7. Pump Station 16 pump purchase. 

8. Watermaster’s report. 

9. District Manager’s report.  

10. Policy Director’s report. 

11. *Engineering Manager’s report. 

12. Executive Session: 

a. Executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i). Potential and pending litigation- State v. 

Acquavella, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit appeal, 

Endangered Species Act and water rights. 

b. Executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(2)(a)(iii). To evaluate legal risk of a proposed 

action. 

c. Executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(b). Selection of a site or the acquisition of 

real estate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

































































































































 

Item #10 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

To:  Roza Board Members 

From:  Sage Park, Policy Director 

Date:  September 10, 2024 

RE:  Policy Director Report 

 

• Provided future drought recommendations for the legislative drought committee (attached).  
Roza is giving a presentation to the legislative drought committee on September 16. 
 

• WSU Masters Student YBIP overview and tour of Roza Power Facility and Roza Dam 
 

• Finalized Cloud Seeding Feasibility and Design Study Contract  

• Grant work: 
o Securing Commerce Grant to cover $194,000 of the Cloud Seeding Feasibility and Design 

Study 
o Re-working Ecology Grant due to USBR Grant 
o Aquafer storage and recharge letter of intent 
o Finalized execution of $3.4 million USBR Grant 
o Ongoing grant research 

 

• Support Yakima Tieton Irrigation District’s fire recovery as needed 

• Yakima Basin Joint Board Tour of Roza on September 26 

• Research permit requirements for Drainage Improvement District #11 

• Met with Wayne, Ecology and USBR to make sure Senior Water Right lease quantities are 
accounted for properly 

 

 

 

 



Drought Recommendations 2024 

 The State needs more than 3 million dollars in drought funding. Roza alone has spent over 4 

million on drought in 2024. This funding should include money to help with irrigation, 

municipal and fish and wildlife issues. In 2015, there was $18M in the state drought fund for 

the biennium. 

 Emergency drought response funding should be available sooner in the year than April 17.  

Drought planning starts in February/March. It would be helpful to know what funding is 

available as early as possible, preferably before March 1.  By March, Roza had already 

entered into a lease agreement with Selah Moxee Irrigation District and had to make a 

decision to lease water by April 1.  This was a $1.9 million dollar lease.  There was a drought 

declaration in place from July 2023 which was still active from Jan 1 to April 16 2024 yet 

drought expenses during that time frame were ineligible. So, the $1.9 million dollar lease 

was not eligible for State drought funding.  

 Funding should be easier to access.  Eagle is cumbersome.  There should be a quick 

straight forward way to apply for all things related to drought. It was a much easier process 

in 2015. Emergency grants should not be treated the same as regular grant applications. A 

streamlined process is needed. 

 A no interest loan or low interest loan should be made available to farmers to help facilitate 

conservation and drought preparedness.  An example would be to loan farmers money to 

convert to drip irrigation, or to help them build a storage pond.  

 An emergency drought well program, including a mitigation program with a 50% or 75% cost 

share, should be ready to go in February/March.  The program should include how much it 

will cost and what the requirements of the program are. This will help farmers make 

decisions early on what they need to do for drought.  

 Drought preparedness funding that is tied to capital projects would be helpful.  Irrigation 

districts know what needs to be done to be ready for drought and could use help with 

construction costs.  


