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MEMO 

 
To:       SEPA Reviewing Agencies Date: June 13, 2019 
From:     Roza Irrigation District 
Subject:   Roza Irrigation District Enclosed Conduit System (ECS), Pump 15L 
 
This is to notify all public and private agencies with jurisdiction and/or environmental expertise 
that the Roza Irrigation District has been established as the lead agency pursuant to the 
Washington State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) for the following proposal: 
 
P15L Enclosed Conduit System Project (ECS) — The purpose of P15L ECS is to convert open 
irrigation ditches/pipes and weir boxes to enclosed laterals and in line flowmeters. Gravity 
pressure in many cases will allow landowners to reduce pump horsepower requirements. 
Other benefits to enclosed laterals include, improved on-farm control of irrigation water, no 
lateral/landowner end spills, reduced lateral losses, improved irrigation drain water quality, 
improved public safety, reduced operation and maintenance costs, and, in combination with 
other conservation projects, overall improved operational efficiency. 
 

Attached is the Determination of Nonsignificance and the Environmental Checklist. 
The required 14-day comment period will terminate on June 28, 2019. Feel free 
to comment by separate letter or by writing in the space below. 
 

(  ) This project does not affect us.  
(  ) We have no comments. 
 

We have the following comments: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: ______________________ Signature: _______________________________________ 

Agency: __________________________________ Tile: ______________________________ 

Phone: _______________________
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WAC 197-11-960 Environmental checklist 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
A. BACKGROUND  

1. Name of proposed project, if applicable: P15L ECS 
 

2. Name of applicant: Roza Irrigation District  
 

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person: 
 Wayne Sonnichsen 
 Engineering Manager 
 Roza Irrigation District 
 125 South 13th Street 
 Sunnyside, WA 98944 
 Phone: (509) 837-5141 
 
4. Date checklist prepared: June 10, 2019 

 
5. Agency requesting checklist: Roza Irrigation District 

 
6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): Construction:  

Beginning approximately July or August of 2019 and ending by June of 2020. 
 

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to 
or connected with this proposal? If yes, explain. 
Yes, the District intends to continue to convert its open ditch lateral canals to 
enclosed conduit systems consistent with conservation efforts and planning.  
 

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be 
prepared, directly related to this proposal. 
Cultural/Historical resources survey has been conducted for this project related to 
the SEPA process. Except as described herein, no other environmental information 
has been, or will be, prepared directly related to this specific project. Previous 
studies and reports pertaining to potential general impacts of water conservation 
projects in the Yakima Basin such as this one and including related environmental 
information have been prepared by or in conjunction with the USBR, USGS, and 
Ecology and can be found on the web at 
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/programs/yrbwep/reports/index.html. 
 
Roza Irrigation District (RID) also has adopted a Comprehensive Water Conservation 
Plan (June 1988), a copy of which, together with the associated SEPA checklist and 
threshold determination of non-significance is on file with RID. 
 

https://www.usbr.gov/pn/programs/yrbwep/reports/index.html
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The above described and identified documents are incorporated herein by 
reference. 
 

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other 
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain. 

No 
 
10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if 

known. 
Benton County road crossing permits.  
Approval of the Washington State Historical Office and USBR with regard to 
NHPA Section 106 requirements.  
 

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the 
size of the project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask 
you to describe certain aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those 
answers on this page. (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional 
specific information on project description.) 
Converting open irrigation ditches/pipelines with concrete weir boxes to enclosed 
pipelines and in line flowmeters. The P15L ECS project involves the design and 
construction of roughly 11.3 miles of pipeline ranging in diameter from 2 to 36 inch 
and approx. 31 delivery site locations. The project area is approximately 41 acres. The 
new enclosed conduit system will replace an existing open lateral canal system that 
provides irrigation water to 2,231 acres of farm land. The purpose of the system 
upgrade is to conserve water that is currently being lost to seepage and evaporation 
from the open ditch lateral during delivery to farms by replacing the open ditch 
system with a piped system that will prevent seepage and evaporation losses. 
Approximately 1,300 acre-feet of water is expected to be conserved annually 
through reduced diversionary needs with this project.  The new system will be in 
operation by April 2020.  
 

12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the 
precise location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and 
section, township, and range, if known. If a proposal would occur over a range of 
area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s). Provide a legal description, site 
plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available. While you should 
submit any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or 
detailed plans submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist. 
 

North of the City of Prosser, Washington, in Benton County. in Sections 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 
09, Township 9N North, Range 25 and Sections 01, 02, & 12 Township 9N North, Range 24  
East W.M. (See attached map). 
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B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS  
1. Earth 
 
a. General description of the site (circle one): Rolling, hilly, steep slopes, 

mountainous, other 
b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)?  
 
 3.0% 
 
c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat, 

muck)? If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any 
prime farmland.  
Silt loam and fine sandy loam. The majority of the pipe alignment runs through 
farmland. 
 

d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? 
If so, describe.  
No 
 

e. Describe the purpose, type, and approximate quantities of any filling or 
grading proposed. Indicate source of fill.  
Bedding and backfill soil will be required in areas where trenching will 
be through basalt. Excess soil removed from the Roza Irrigation 
District Main Canal will be used for this purpose.  
 

f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally 
describe.  
 
None expected 
 

g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after 
project construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)?  
There will be no additional impervious surfaces. 
 

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if 
any:  
N/A 
 

2 .  A ir  
a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal (i.e., dust, 

automobile, odors, industrial wood smoke) during construction and when the 
project is completed? If any, generally describe and give approximate quantities if 
known. 



  

6 
SEPA – P15L ECS 

Normal emissions from construction equipment will occur, but no long-term air 
emissions are anticipated. 
 

b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? 
If so, generally describe.  
No 
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c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any: 
 Minimal air impacts are anticipated during construction and no long-term impacts are 
anticipated, therefore no measures are proposed for reduction or control of 
emissions. 
 

3. Water 
 

a. Surface: 
1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site 

(including year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? 
If yes, describe type and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or 
river it flows into.  
The Roza Irrigation District Main Canal lies parallel to and to the south, within 
approximately 0.5 miles of the project area. The Snipes Creek drainage lies to 
the west of the project area and the Spring Creek drainage lies to the east of 
the project area. The Yakima River lies approximately 4.5 miles to the south of 
the project area. Snipes and Spring creeks combine about 280 feet from the 
Yakima River and water from these drainages enters the river approximately 
5.2 miles downstream of Prosser Dam.  
 

2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the 
described waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans.  
No 
 

3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed 
from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be 
affected. Indicate the source of fill material.  
None 
 

4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general 
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.  
No (the project does not require any new surface water withdrawals or diversions) 
 

5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site 
plan.  
No 
 

6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If so, 
describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.  
No 
 

b. Ground: 
1) Will ground water be withdrawn, or will water be discharged to ground water? Give 

general description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.  
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No 
 

2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks 
or other sources, if any (for example: Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the 
following chemicals; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system, 
the number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or 
the number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve.  
No waste material will be discharged into the ground. 
 

c. Water runoff (including storm water): 
1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection 

and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow? 
Will this water flow into other waters? If so, describe.  
Potential storm water from the uplands to the North of the project area enters 
the Snipes and Spring Creek drainages that flow past the project area. This 
water makes its way to the Yakima River. The construction areas do not cross 
these main drainages so there is no need address soil erosion issues. The 
project will not impact or create new storm water runoff.  
 

2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe.  
No 
 

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water 
impacts, if any:  
N/A  

 
4. Plants 

a. Check or circle types of vegetation found on the site: 
_______ Deciduous tree: alder, maple, aspen, other 
_______ Evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other 
_______ Shrubs 
 
___X___ Grass 
 
___X___ Pasture 
___X___ Crop or grain 
_______ Wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 
_______ Water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 
_______ Other types of vegetation: 
 
b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?  

Grasses and weeds along the pipe alignment. Most of the route is kept 
free of vegetation by the landowners as on-farm travel routes. 
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c. List threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.  
N/A – none known 
 

d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 
vegetation on the site, if any:  
The piping will take place within RID easement on privately owned land, primarily 
farm and pasture land. As soon as RID crews have completed a section of pipeline, 
landowners will replace fences and resume farming activities on the site. No other 
measures are proposed to enhance vegetation. 
 

5. Animals 
a. Circle any birds and animals which have been observed on or near the site or are 

known to be on or near the site: 
Birds: Hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds other:   
Mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:  
Fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other: 

b. List any threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.  
None known 
 

c. Is the site part of a migration route? If so, explain.  
Washington State is part of the Pacific Flyway migration route. 
 

d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:  
None 
 

6. Energy and natural resources 
a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to 

meet the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for 
heating, manufacturing, etc. 
Electricity produced at the Roza Power Plant. Electricity is used for running 
pumps at the P15 pumping plant.  The pumping plant is served by USBR power 
lines. 
 

b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties? 
If so, generally describe. 
 No 
 

c. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? 
List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any:  
Reduced energy demand and consumption due to less water being pumped because 
of the water conservation.  
 

7. Environmental health 
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a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk 
of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste that could occur as a result of this 
proposal? If so, describe.  

None 
 

1) Describe special emergency services that might be required. 
 None 

2) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:  
None  

 
b. Noise 

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for 
example: traffic, equipment, operation, other)?  
None 
 

2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with 
the project on a short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, 
construction, operation, other)? Indicate what hours noise would come 
from the site.  
Construction of the project will involve typical noise levels generated by 
backhoes and other construction equipment Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 7:00am and 4:30pm. There will be no long term 
noise. 
 

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:  
None  

 
8. Land and shoreline use 

a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties?  
The majority of the acres served in the proposal are agricultural farm land and some 
single family residential. 
 

b. Has the site been used for agriculture? If so, describe.  
Most of the land that RID laterals run through is used for agriculture. The 
land to be served by the enclosed conduit system is the land that the piping 
is taking place on. 
 

c. Describe any structures on the site.  
Existing RID concrete delivery structures will be removed. 

 
d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what?  

Yes, the existing concrete delivery structures will be removed and taken to a facility 
that reclaims old concrete. New flowmeters will be installed to replace the old 
delivery devices. 
 



  

11 
SEPA – P15L ECS 

e. What is the current zoning classification of the site?  
The adjacent lands are agricultural (GMA Agricultural District).  
 

f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?  
Agricultural Resource  

 
g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?  

N/A 
 

h. Has any part of the site been classified as an "environmentally sensitive" area? If so, 
specify.  
No 
 

i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?  
N/A - None 
 

j. Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?  
None 
 

k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:  
N/A 
 

l. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and 
projected land uses and plans, if any:  
None 
 

9. Housing 
a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high, 

middle, or low-income housing.  
N/A 
 

b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, 
middle, or low-income housing.  
N/A 
 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:  
N/A 
 

10. Aesthetics 
a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is 

the principal exterior building material(s) proposed?  
The tallest height of any proposed structure is approximately 3 ft. This would be an 
RID standard flowmeter measuring device setup. All RID flowmeters are Powder 
coated blue. 
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d. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?  

Views will improve for anyone in the vicinity of the removed concrete structures 
along RID’s lateral system. Some existing concrete structures can reach heights of up 
to 10 feet above ground and are a target for graffiti. All existing structures will be 
removed and replaced with much less obtrusive flowmeter setups. 

 
 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any:  
 None 
 

11. Light and glare 
 
a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it 

mainly occur?  
 None 

 
b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with 

views?  
 No 

 
c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal?  
 None 
 
d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:  
 None 
 

12. Recreation 
a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate 

vicinity?  
 None 
 

b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe.  
 No 
 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including 
recreation opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:  
No impacts are anticipated 
 

13. Historic and cultural preservation 
a. Are there any places or objects listed on, or proposed for, national, state, or local 

preservation registers known to be on or next to the site? If so, generally describe.  
None known.   
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b. Generally describe any landmarks or evidence of historic, archaeological, scientific, or 
cultural importance known to be on or next to the site.  
The existing Roza Irrigation District infrastructure, including the open ditch lateral 
canal and appurtenances to be replaced are more than 50 years old and could hold 
historical significance as determined by the State Historic Preservation Office.  
 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts, if any:  
If any artifacts are found, construction will cease and the appropriate authorities 
will be notified. Further construction will commence at the discretion of the 
authorities.   
 

14. Transportation 
a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site, and describe proposed 

access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any.  
The main county roads running East West through the project area are Snipes 
Road and Evans Road.  The County Roads running North South through the 
project area are Hinzerling, Crosby and Rothrock Roads.  Please see the 
Attachment B for a map.  

 
Is site currently served by public transit? If not, what is the approximate distance to 

the nearest transit stop?  
No 
 

b. How many parking spaces would the completed project have? How many 
would the project eliminate? 
 None 
 

c. Will the proposal require any new roads or streets, or improvements to existing 
roads or streets, not including driveways? If so, generally describe (indicate 
whether public or private).  
No 
 

d. Will the project use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air 
transportation? If so, generally describe.  
No 
 

e. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project? If 
known, indicate when peak volumes would occur.  
RID ditch riders currently, and will continue to, travel to the delivery locations 
approximately once daily between 7:30am and 3:30pm.  
 

f. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:  
None 
 






